Zwevegem – 1 July 2009

Betafence launches proposal to reconfigure its Western European production activities

Plan to reconfigure sites in UK, France and Germany  

Betafence has today informed its European and local works councils about a proposal to reconfigure the Western European production activities.

The proposed measures aim at safeguarding the long term competitiveness of the Betafence Group and will reinforce the overall position of Betafence for the future. 
The proposal affects approximately 200 jobs and includes a downsizing of the French plant at Bourbourg and the German plant at Schwalmtal, as well as the closure of the UK plant at Wigan. The key product lines would be relocated mainly in the second UK plant (Sheffield), in the Belgian plant (Zwevegem), in Poland (Kotlarnia) and in China (Tianjin). This would result in the securing of several jobs as well as in the creation of some new jobs in those plants. 

During the following weeks Betafence will consult its employee representatives in the various countries about this proposal.

With the proposed measures, Betafence aims to enable its Western European production to face the general economical downturn. Betafence’s sales volumes have dropped because of the decreased investment levels in the industry and low activity level in the building sector. Those external factors have made this reconfiguration necessary to secure the leadership of Betafence.

Betafence is determined to continue the implementation of its long term strategy. This strategy is based on an expansion in the emerging markets and on the offering of integrated solutions, mainly in growth segments such as perimeter security.

Betafence invested over the last 3 years more than 50 million euro in innovation, geographical expansion and an extended upgrading of its production facilities.
The proposal guarantees the profitability of Betafence also at lower sales volumes. It increases the competitiveness of the company for the long term, keeping all necessary structures for the implementation of the strategy and an increased customer satisfaction.
About Betafence

Betafence (www.betafence.com) is world market leader in fencing solutions, access control and detection for perimeter protection.

Betafence is protecting industrial buildings, public infrastructure and high sensitive sites as well as private gardens, agricultural properties and livestock. Over the years, the company has evolved from a fence manufacturer to a Total Solution Supplier of Perimeter Security. 

Betafence also delivers wire mesh products for a variety of industrial applications.

Betafence employs about 2000 people and generated sales of €500 million in 2008. Its headquarters are located in Belgium and it has 13 production sites in 11 countries. Sales offices are active throughout the world.
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